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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 251677 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, TH, BM 
SUBJECT: EILM ON OPIUM WAR 

REF: (A) CHIANG MAI A-03, OCTOBER 4, 1974 
(B) BANGKOK POST, OCTOBER 20, 1974 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT HAS LEARNED THAT BRITISH TV CORRE- 
SPONDENT ADRIAN COWELL'S EILM ON THE OPIUM WAR (REEERRED 
TO IN REP B) WAS OPPERED TO CBS SEVERAL WEEKS AGO POR A 
SUBSTANTIAL SUM. COWELL'S AGENTS MAY BE NEGOTIATING WITH 
OTHER COMPANIES TOO, BUT CBS HAS DEMURRED ON THIS OPFER 
POR THE TIME BEING. TWO DBA OPFICERS HAVE SEEN THE FILM. 

THEY DESCRIBE IT AS AN INTERESTING ACCOUNT OP NARCOTICS 
PRODUCTION AND TRAPPICKING ACTIVITIES BY VARIOUS BURMESE 
DISSIDENT GROUPS WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THE SHAN 
STATE ARMY (SSA). COWELL NARRATES THE EILM AND CLAIMS, 

POR EXAMPLE, THAT MUCH OP IT WAS TAKEN WHILE ACCOMPANYING 
THE SSA GROUP IN SHAN STATE. HE ALSO REPERS IN THE FILM 
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2. THOUGH EVIDENTLY UNINTERESTED IN THE FILM AT THE PRICE 
STATED, CBS INQUIRED OF DEA ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF SEEK- 
ING THEIR ASSISTANCE TO MAKE A SIMILAR FILM IN THAILAND. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT DEA INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS DIVISION 
CHIEF JACK CUSACK AND MEMBERS OF HIS PARTY, WHO MAY HAVE 
JUST ARRIVED IN BANGKOK, HAVE ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND DATA. 

3. THE BANGKOK POST STORY ALSO REFERS TO THE SSA'S 
RECENT REPETITION OF THEIR 1973 OFFER TO SOLVE THE OPIUM 
PROBLEM. CAN WE ASSUME THAT ONE OF THE DOCUMENTS ENCLOSED 
IN REF A ("PROPOSALS TO TERMINATE OPIUM TRADE IN SHAN 
STATE") IS THE OFFER REFERRED TO IN THIS POST ARTICLE? WE 
HAVE INFORMED CONGRESSMAN LESTER WOLFF'S OFFICE AT A LOW 
LEVEL OF THIS PARTICULAR DEVELOPMENT, JUST IN CASE COWELL 
OR SOMEBODY ELSE SURFACES ANOTHER COPY OF THIS PROPOSAL 
FOR HIS INFORMATION. 

4. ADDRESSEE COMMENTS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. INGERSOLL 
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